Integrated mid-wife physician practice. Obstetric darwinism?
The health care delivery system is experiencing rapid changes in structure and form. Economically driven reform efforts emphasize cost-containment that encompasses quality and patient satisfaction. Collaborative or joint nurse-midwife/physician practices have been proposed as one solution ideally suited to meet the contingencies of the new era of health care. Collaborative efforts can range from clinical collaboration to financial and structural integration between midwives and physician partners. The structure of different interdisciplinary models is presented. Future issues faced by one such model, the joint or integrated midwife/physician practice, are discussed.